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WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME (to a new look CNG News!)(to a new look CNG News!)(to a new look CNG News!)(to a new look CNG News!)    
    
    

New National Coordinator…..New National Coordinator…..New National Coordinator…..New National Coordinator…..    
                            

 

 
 
 
I’ve taken over the role of Chilean needle grass National Coordinator from Linda Iaconis 
who is currently on maternity leave after recently giving birth to a baby girl. 
 
My background is in pest plants after having completed a Bachelor of Conservation Ecology 
and Bachelor of Science Honours (fox ecology) in my University days. My background in 
pest plants includes both research and extension/education focusing on a wide range of 
pest plant issues. Some of these include chemical research for serrated tussock; best man-
agement practices; and more recently weed hygiene and partnership building to encourage 
everyone to work together to prevent weed spread and manage weeds.   
 
I look forwards to working with the CNG National Taskforce to drive our National Program 
towards achieving its aims and improving management of CNG for everyone!  
 
One thing that I would like to introduce to benefit all CNG managers is an electronic net-
work to enable information sharing (you can read more in this edition). Also in this edition 
are updates on the Best Management Practice Guide, Defeating the Weeds Menace, Queen-
sland's CNG eradication efforts, National mapping and more.  

    
    
Kelly SnellKelly SnellKelly SnellKelly Snell    
National Chilean needle grass Coordinator 
 

Correspondence to the National CNG Taskforce is via:  
Kelly Snell, Department of Primary Industries, PO Box 103, Geelong, Victoria, 3220.   
Phone (03) 5226 4625; Fax (03) 5226 4725; email kelly.snell@dpi.vic.gov.au 

Supported by the State Government of Victoria 

Disclaimer: While every care is taken to ensure the of information in this publication, the National Chilean needle grass Taskforce nor any other party mentioned take no    
responsibility for its contents, nor any loss, damage or consequence for any person or body relying on the information, or any error or omission in this publication. 

Kelly Snell: new National CNG Coordinator! 
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Progress on the Chilean needle grass Progress on the Chilean needle grass Progress on the Chilean needle grass Progress on the Chilean needle grass     

best practice management guidebest practice management guidebest practice management guidebest practice management guide    
 

As one of “Australia’s 20 worst weeds” (a Weed of National Significance), Chilean needle 
grass threatens native grasslands and productive pastures throughout Australia. The Chil-
ean needle grass best practice management guide underway will provide vital information 
on biology and management of CNG.  
 
The manual will include current best known management options for a range of different 
situations and is recommended to all land managers and organisations who are either af-
fected or at risk from Chilean needle grass. 
 
A draft of the CNG best practice management guide has been prepared and circulated to 
weed specialists for comment. It is anticipated that the guide will be available in June.  
 
To receive a copy of the finished guide, or to comment on a draft guide please contact: 
 
Jamie Davies – Ph. (03) 9785 0186, email: jamie.davies@dpi.vic.gov.au  
or 
Kelly Snell – Ph. (03) 5226 4625, email: kelly.snell@dpi.vic.gov.au  
 

    
CNG CNG CNG CNG eeee----NETWORK NETWORK NETWORK NETWORK  

Are you interested in receiving email alerts and Are you interested in receiving email alerts and Are you interested in receiving email alerts and Are you interested in receiving email alerts and     
sharing information on Chilean needle grass?sharing information on Chilean needle grass?sharing information on Chilean needle grass?sharing information on Chilean needle grass?    

 
Then join the CNG e-NETWORK! 
 
As a part of the CNG e-NETWORK you will receive information via email such as:  
⇒ Updates on projects and other general CNG info; 
⇒ Alerts to funding opportunities and upcoming events; 
⇒ Direct email of CNG News. 
 
Most importantly you will gain access to a network of people to share knowledge, ask ques-
tions and help solve problems (yours or others) in CNG management. The network is for 
anyone and everyone that manages CNG and/or has an interest in being up to date with 
the latest information on CNG!  
 
For further information please contact Kelly Snell or to join up simply email your name to 
kelly.snell@dpi.vic.gov.au  
⇒ If you wish to receive the emails to an email address other than the one you send from, please provide 

this address.  
⇒ If you’re not interested in being a part of the e-network, but would like to receive CNG News via email as 

each edition is published, please contact Kelly Snell (kelly.snell@dpi.vic.gov.au; ph (03) 5226 4625). 

⇒ Once a list of members has been attained the network will begin! 



3333        

Newsletter of the National Chilean needle grass Taskforce 

EDITION 6, MARCH 2007 

    
    

Are you involved in mapping CNG?Are you involved in mapping CNG?Are you involved in mapping CNG?Are you involved in mapping CNG?    
 

A Field Manual For Surveying and Mapping Nationally Significant Weeds A Field Manual For Surveying and Mapping Nationally Significant Weeds A Field Manual For Surveying and Mapping Nationally Significant Weeds A Field Manual For Surveying and Mapping Nationally Significant Weeds was 
recently published by the Australian Government to improve the consistency of national-
scale data and help guide resource allocation. 
 
“The manual is aimed primarily at land managers, land management agencies and research 
organisations.  Complementary guidelines to assist communities and landholders to map 
weeds and develop local weed management plans have been prepared by the Cooperative 
Research Centre for Australian Weed Management. 
 
This manual is based on collecting the minimum information agreed by the Australian 
Weeds Committee (AWC) as core attributes for monitoring the distribution and spread of 
WoNS.  It explains in detail the data collection and quality assurance procedures necessary 
to obtain information in a systematic way.  Following these procedures will ensure that data 
collected are precise, comparable and repeatable and hence enable planners and policy-
makers to draw objective conclusions about weed distribution and spread over time. 
 
 
While the agreed WoNS are the first pri-
ority, the manual can and should also be 
used as a conceptual model for the as-
sessment of other weeds.  The manual 
will be a valuable tool for weed eradica-
tion and containment programs, and for 
monitoring the performation of weed 
control in general” (page 3 of the man-
ual). 
 
Copies of the guide may be downloaded 
from the Weeds Australia website 
www.weeds.org.au. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chilean needle grass is distributed across 
South-eastern Australia. 



4444        

Newsletter of the National Chilean needle grass Taskforce 

EDITION 6, MARCH 2007 

Queensland's efforts to Queensland's efforts to Queensland's efforts to Queensland's efforts to     eradicate CNGeradicate CNGeradicate CNGeradicate CNG    
 

The purchase and utilisation of wick wiping technologywick wiping technologywick wiping technologywick wiping technology    has enhanced the Queen-
sland CNG eradication effort.  
 
Control work on the Clifton showgrounds integrating wick-wiping technology and over-
sowing with couch grass has yielded promise.  Fields that represented 70-80% CNG basal 
coverage have been reduced  to an estimated  30-40%.  Wick wiping has not only been 
successful controlling CNG, but has also reduced the amount of chemical being used. This is 
likely to lead to further refinement of CNG control programs and enhanced use of the wick 
wiper at the showgrounds and surrounding town areas. 

 
 

SurveysSurveysSurveysSurveys of priority water catchments conducted in late spring/early summer did not 

find any new infestations within the riparian zone. These areas are important to monitor to  
prevent downstream dispersal of CNG from current infestations, should seasonal conditions 
improve. 
 
During other recent surveys no major CNG infestations were discovered, although very 
small infestations have been discovered in public areas some 30km from previous CNG 
zone. These new infestations are believed to have been a result of previous contaminated 
machinery movement before the discovery of Queensland CNG infestations in 2005.  Since 
identification local councils and utilities have adopted hygiene provisions while working in 
the CNG zone, these include clean down areas and modification of slasher operating in high 
density CNG.  
 
The continuing dry in southern Queensland continues to hamper delimitation work.  Sur-
veys are limited to short periods following widespread rain across the region that encour-
ages the grass to commence seeding to allow identification of CNG infestations.  
 
 

Community education Community education Community education Community education remains a priority in Queensland with the development of 

CNG education sign to be installed at popular fishing spot within CNG infestation area.  This 
sign funded by the local water authority enhances Roads authority funded signs installed 
along main road network in CNG Zone.  
 
The cooperative nature of the Queensland CNG program has enabled this years CNG 
awareness display at the annual Clifton show to be conducted jointly between local land-
care, local and state authorities. 
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Successful projects!Successful projects!Successful projects!Successful projects!    
 

Outcomes of the Australian Government’s Round 3  Outcomes of the Australian Government’s Round 3  Outcomes of the Australian Government’s Round 3  Outcomes of the Australian Government’s Round 3      
Defeating the Weeds Menace Programme Defeating the Weeds Menace Programme Defeating the Weeds Menace Programme Defeating the Weeds Menace Programme     

have been announced!  have been announced!  have been announced!  have been announced!      
 
 

The Chilean needle grass biological control project Chilean needle grass biological control project Chilean needle grass biological control project Chilean needle grass biological control project was successful in this 
process and received funding to carry out the program until the end of 2008. 
 
 
The project has identified several potential biological control 
agents for CNG and serrated tussock. The rust fungi Uromyces 
pencanus, Puccinia graminella and Puccinia nassellae have been 
identified as potential biological control candidates for CNG.  
 
They are excellent candidates for biological control in every re-
spect except that we have not yet been able to determine their 
entire life cycles on CNG. U. pencanus has attacked seven out of 
eight Australian accessions of CNG tested indicating it could be a 
very useful biological control agent in Australia.  Puccinia 
graminella is known to be autoecious (whole life cycle on host), it 
can cause severe damage to N. neesiana plants in the field and 
from the literature seems to be quite specific making it potentially 
a very promising biological control agent.  
 
The project, being undertaken in Argentina by Dr Freda Anderson, 
can now continue to investigate the promise that these biological 
control agents are showing. This is an extremely important step 
towards what could be one of the keys to aiding long-term control 
of Chilean needle grass infestations. 
 

 
 

    

Puccinia nassellae  Puccinia nassellae  Puccinia nassellae  Puccinia nassellae      
on CNG plants  
in Argentina, a  
good potential 
candidate for  

CNG biocontrol. 

Uromyces pencanus Uromyces pencanus Uromyces pencanus Uromyces pencanus on CNG plants in Argentina,   
the best potential candidate for CNG biocontrol. 
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EnvirofundEnvirofundEnvirofundEnvirofund    
 

Envirofund is the local action component of the Australian Government’s Natural Heritage 
Trust.  It provides community groups, as well as individuals, with grants of up to $50,000 
(GST inclusive) to carry out on-ground work such as tree planting, weeding, fencing and 
seed collecting to target local problems.  
 
Round 9 is now open for applications and the Australian Government Envirofund Guide 
and Application Form is available on www.nht.gov.au/envirofund/ , or phone 1800 303 863. 
 
Applications close 5pm Friday 27th April. 
 
 
 

    
Defeating the Weeds MenaceDefeating the Weeds MenaceDefeating the Weeds MenaceDefeating the Weeds Menace    

 
The Australian Government has committed $40 million over four years, from 2004-08, for 
national action on the nations most threatening weeds through the Defeating the Weed 
Menace Programme.  The Programme seeks to fund strategic on-ground control and eradi-
cation at the regional level, research into cost-effective management techniques and bio-
logical controls, and awareness raising campaigns.   
 
The Australian Government’s National Weeds Advisory Group (NWAG), in consultation with 
the National WoNS Coordinators and associated National Taskforces, will seek to utilise re-
maining funds on projects that can meet highly strategic priorities.  
 
Limited funds also remain in a final Open Call round is now open with applications due 16th 
March.   
 
Further information is available from www.daff.gov.au , or nht.weeds@daff.gov.au .  
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  15  15  15  15thththth Australian Weeds Conference Australian Weeds Conference Australian Weeds Conference Australian Weeds Conference    
 

Three papers presented at the 15th Australian Weeds Conference were directly related to 
CNG.  These are as follows: 
 
Current status of research on potential biological control agents for Nassella 
neesiana and Nassella trichotoma (Poaceae) in Australia.  F. Anderson, M. Diaz and 
D. McLaren. 
 
Broad acre chemical control for Chilean needle grass infestations.  S. Gaur, D. 
McLaren, K. Butler and J. Bonilla. 
 
Effect of grazing management and stockclass on Chilean needle grass (Nassella 
neesiana) seed production.  C.Grech, D.McLaren and B. Sindel. 
 
A copy of the conference proceedings can be obtained from R.G. and F.J. Richardson at: 
www.weedinfo.com.au . 
 
 
 

Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events    
 
9th Queensland Weeds Symposium (3rd – 6th June 2007) 
The 9th Queensland Weed Symposium will be held at the Holiday Inn, Surfers Paradise, on 
the Gold Coast from the 3rd to the 6th of June in 2007.  The theme is “The Weed Chal-
lenge: From Awareness to Action” and a Preliminary Program is available including a pres-
entation on Chilean needle grass in the Rapid Response and Eradication Session. Registra-
tion is currently open with early bird registration until 13th April. For further information visit  

http://www.wsq.org.au/9thweedsymposium. 
 
14th Biennial NSW Weeds Conference (25th – 27th September 2007) 
The Conference will be held at the University of Wollongong, with the theme ‘Weeds, peo-
ple and partnerships’.  Some of the topics to be considered will include: working with the 
community; new and emerging weed threats; new advances in weed technology; and re-
gional case studies.  Register electronically on www.weeds2007.com.au . 
 
Third Biennial Victorian Weed Conference (3rd— 4th October 2007) 
The Weed Society of Victoria will hold its Third Biennial Weed Conference – Earth, fire, wa-
ter and wind, their effects on weeds on Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 4th October 2007. 
For further information visit http://www.wsvic.org.au/. 
 
16th Australian Weeds Conference (18th – 22nd May 2008) 

The Conference will be held at the Cairns Convention Centre, with the theme ‘Weed Man-
agement 2008: Hot topics in the tropics’.  The conference will showcase recent advances in 
weed science, extension and policy across Australian and International communities and 
landscapes.  For information visit www.16awc.com.au . 


